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WUB Hawaii Uchinanchu Talk Story V Conference

Sunday, August 2, 2015 Hilton Garden Inn, Atlanta, Georgia

Uchinanchu ldentity

Dedication: Kyuzo Toyama (Father of Uchinanchu Migration)
“Let’s set out into the world. Our homes are the five continents”

Over a century ago, tens of thousands of Okinawans
emigrated across the world, and now one-third of
Okinawans in the world reside outside of Okinawa.
The WUB “Talk Story V Conference - “Uchinanchu
Identity” is proudly dedicated to the pioneer issei, whose
courage, dedication, and sacrifice created the Worldwide
Uchinanchu Community and to future generations who
will carry this legacy forward.

Uchinanchu Talk Story (TS) V Conference and
WUB Network Board of Directors Meeting -
“Uchinanchu Identity” was intended to be an informal
“talk story” to share stories about the challenges, and
successes in establishing and maintaining one's identity
in an unfamiliar environment and culture. It is also an

Talk Story V S1IE£ETRREE

opportunity to reach out and strengthen relationships
with Uchinanchu from all parts of the world.

As such WUB Network Directors meeting convened on
August 2, 2015. Yoshikazu Tony Higashi, President WUB
Network called the meeting to order. Congratulatory
Message from Governor Onaga was delivered by Mr.

John Tasato (WUB Hawaii)
I3 - HE (WUB/\J4 BIsR)
Eigo Yamazato, Assistant Director, OPG
Washington DC Office. Participants were
WUB Network chapters from Brazil,
Peru, Hawaii, North America, Taiwan,
Okinawa, Tokyo and other interested
members of Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Atlanta. Updates from WUB Chapters
and business financial issues were discussed. Information
of the 20th WUB Conference in conjunction with the
6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa were
discussed

By holding this simultaneously with the Atlanta Kenjin
Kai 30th Anniversary, both American and foreign
participants can enjoy the celebration’s “chimugukuru
and tamashii’ and this “Uchinanchu Identity” talk story
event. The conference was interactive and included small
group discussions to explore issues of common interest.
Like previous WUB talk story events, TS Conference
V was extremely enjoyable, enlightening, and heart-
warming.

Background: In October 2010, the first “Uchinanchu
Talk Story” was held in conjunction with the 15th
Annual WUB Network Conference at the University of
Hawaii East-West Center in Honolulu. Many Hawaii's social
and cultural groups shared information about their
organizations and strengthened their relationships with
other Uchinanchu groups and representatives of the
international WUB Network. The hope was this first
Talk Story would continue. Subsequently talk story
events continued and “Uchinanchu Talk Story V" are
the direct result with a special focus on young American
Uchinanchu in the United States of America.



WORLDWIDE UCHINANCHU BUSINESS ASSOCIATION TOKYO NEWS [X—<1No.15

ETICVTHMDIFPoIEDAF v ——

The first talk story event attempted to define the
“Uchinanchu Spirit”, how social and cultural organizations
contribute to the Uchinanchu Spirit. What is the future
of the Uchinanchu Sprit? It revealed that Uchinanchu
Spirit are: Inclusive - everyone fits in, focused and
get things done - Chibariyo! or “Go for It attitude,
responsible for passing on the cultural memory-Okinawan
heritage, participate on the global stage - sharing with
the world, have pride, spirit and have an abundance of
positive energy! This passion and powerful energy led to
subsequent events on various issues: Cultural “pride and
identity”, US military base issues in Okinawa and what
people want for Okinawa - autonomy, democracy, equality
status, Uchinanchu longevity, nutrition, and quality of life
in old age. Talk Story V further discussions of how the
Uchinanchu Spirit evolves in a “foreign” culture and
how Uchinanchu perpetuates the Uchinanchu legacy,
particularly in Atlanta and other continental US locations
and to address the question about what lies ahead for
future generations.

The panelists: Dr. Nolan Higa, President,
WUB North America sansei Okinawan-American
anesthesiologist whose grandparents immigrated to
Hawaii in the early 1900's. Because of an emergency,

WUB v hT—JERIERAEIODCOFF—VF1KEDPR

his brother Alvin Higa represented him in his place.
Kayoko Lewis, Okinawa Kenjin Kai Atlanta, Former
President was the first president and is a Board Member
of Okinawa Kenjin Kai Atlanta. She is also a reporter
for the Okinawa Times and Goodwill Ambassador
for Okinawa. Mika Fengler, Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Atlanta is a student in the Lamar Dodd School of Arts at
University of Georgia and is currently pursuing her BFA
in photography. Liana Sayuri Nakao Nakahodo is
a sansei from Brazil and an Environmental Consultant
for TNA Engenharia Quimica, responsible for solid

waste management planning and environmental license
acquisitions for sugar cane industries. Participants were
separated into small discussion groups and shared their
views and experiences on the day's discussions and
develop questions and comments to explore further. The
forum concluded with a summarization of the discussions.

This is the first joint WUB event with Atlanta Okinawa
Kenjin Kai social and cultural groups and hopefully just
the first of more to come. WUB hopes that the enthusiasm
and spirit of this event will spread, recognizing that
Uchinanchu is part of a global network and community.

Special Ippe Nifwee Deebiru to certain individuals
if not for their enthusiasm and hard work this conference
may have not been a successful. Kayoko Lewis who
was instrumental in long distance planning, coordination
with WUB Hawaii and North America (Los Angels)
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and stayed with WUB Network visitors from arrival
to departure to ensure all things were done correctly.
Mayumi Cole, energetic Past President, Atlanta
Okinawa Kenjin Kai and current Goodwill Ambassador
ensured that youngster were in attendance and hosted
the group to an excursion-lecture at Kings Hawaiian
Bakery at Flowery Branch City, Atlanta, GA. Mark
Taira, CEO, Kings Hawaiian Bakery-Restaurant lectured
of a success story of a small family bakery from Hilo,
Hawaii to a Corporate business in Los Angeles, and
Atlanta GA providing restaurant and bakery products
across America. Yumiko Kinjo Hoyt, President,
Okinawa Kenjin Kai Atlanta and its members were a
wealth of talents in the performing arts, dancers, and
musicians. Their MENSO-REI invitation to WUB Network
members to celebrate their special 30th Anniversary was
well received and we all enjoyed each other's company
true Uchinanchu style! With a special farewell Aloha
party as we departed Atlanta and headed to Washington
DC.

At Washington DC, the WUB group met and enjoyed
a get together dinner with Blaine and Itsuko
Asato, President Okinawa Kai of Washington and club
members. Toured the nation’s capitol of historical sites
and of particular interest the group visited Washington
Monument and witness, viewed the “Ryukyu Stone”,
Commodore Perry, U.S. Navy brought back from his
historical voyage to Ryukyu Kingdom and Japan in
1854. The following day, the group visited the U.S. Naval
Academy, Annapolis, MD to view more of Perry’s artifacts
and the “Ryukyu Temple Bell” located on the grounds of
the Naval Academy.



WUB Hawaii, WUB North America, and the
Atlanta Kenjin Kai are proud to be the co-sponsors of
this event and are part of the WUB Network, a successful
international organization of Uchinanchu business
associations with 23 chapters in 16 countries worldwide.
WUB Network has broadened its business focus to
include cultural, social and other aspects of the Okinawan
community both here in the US and the rest of the world.
The WUB organization and its international network

reach out to brother-and-sister organizations throughout
the world and discuss topics of mutual interest and how
a mutual cooperation and partnership may benefit all
involved. These unselfish qualities were recounted at the
conference as the “Uchinanchu Spirit". I am reminder by
Lloyd Arakaki (Hawaii) of how a small seed will grow and
blossom and hope that our objectives may grow as well.
Collectively we all can make a difference, Chibariyol
Aloha and Mahalo, John Tasato
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Atlanta report

On August 2015, we joined the WUB Board Meeting
in Atlanta, USA. with bonds of friendship and lot of
business opportunities offered by the okinawa's global
entrepreneurs. On that occasion we had 19 WUB's
meetings during the 30’s Atlanta Kenjinkai Anniversary.

After the meeting, we came back home. One month later,
I kept in touch with Mr. Craig Hoyt, the husband of
Atlanta’s President and also pilot of Delta Airlines, who
visits Sao Paulo every once a month.

ThSVIRARIOBFEINHEICT, ESTAHRBIEKETT.

He looked up for local WUB to get closer to Brazilian
Uchinanchu and met them again. According to Mr.
Hoyt, he has been to Brazil many times, but never had
opportunity to got in touch before Atlanta’s meeting.

Since then, he said he feels like home in Sao Paulo now.
These days, he kept a new network with local friends and
also surprised with the young generation’s involvements
on Okinawa Association in Sao Paulo, Brazil, typical
dances, sanshin classes, etc. Nowadays we are good
friends and when he comes to Brazil, we always have
dinner together with typical food and he says he feels like
Brazilian uchinanchu.

In Atlanta, we also expanded our business network with
Okinawan that were interested in Brazilians business.
Each one introduced themselves and about own business,
one of them was Mr. Shibasaki, President of WUB Taiwan.
He had interested on visiting a Brazilian company,
Petrobras, but he didnt have nobody to introduce him.

Kenji Oshiro (WUB Brazil)
Y- K (WUB S5 V)0)

Immediatly, I talked
with a friend of mine,
Mr. Shimabukuro,
Brazil Okinawa Kenjikai
President who had
worked there many
years, including in
Okinawa. He arranged a
visit for him and 5 more
as representative of his
partner company from
Japan.

WUB Brazil coordinated the visit, Kenji Oshiro, myself,
representing WUB Brazil and Mr. Eiki Shimabukuro
representing Petrobras.

Besides visiting Petrobras, the group had visited the
University of Sdo Paulo, the largest University among
South America, where they met the most specialist
professor in oil department, they saw an earthquake
simulation and a high seas storm in an oil navy.

WUBxy ND—JBER, HiBRD Y Y by DCEHAKD. ILEEEHDSI,

I believe that Mr. Shibasaki and collegues felt themselves
confident and trustful with our support that allowed them
to came back 4 more time. They will come back in the
next month and planning a meeting with a specialist in
earthquake from Peru.

And everything had started in a casual meeting at
Atlanta, USA. That show us the importance of this
Association and the benefits that brings for our people.
We must keep those meetings and expand them to
always improve our relationship.

FUIRNTAT IR—HAU—DILERZERE,
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